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Introduction to the Program
What and Why?
Our goal for Calvary with this program is not to provide answers but to encourage discussion, not to create heat, but to shed light. As Dr. Charles Cashdollar reminded us in his remarks at the introductory luncheon on October 30th (see page 4) engagement with science and other aspects of modern scholarship are part of Calvary’s history and tradition and we hope that this program will continue that tradition into the 21st century.

Part of the mission of the John Templeton Foundation is to “encourage civil, informed dialogue among scientists, philosophers, and theologians and between such experts and the public at large, for the purposes of definitional clarity and new insights.” This grant program, “Scientists in Congregations” grows out of that mission.
In August 2011 Calvary Presbyterian Church received a “Scientists in Congregations” grant of $21,000 as part of a program of the John Templeton Foundation Science for Ministry Initiative. We have titled our program for Calvary; “With all Your Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength: Growing an Ancient Faith in Modern Times.” A copy of the Application (Brief Form with the budget and personal information about the Co-Directors removed) is included in the Appendix of this packet. Complete information about this program can be found at the Scientists in Congregations website: http://www.scientistsincongregations.org/. The purpose of this project at Calvary is summarized in the introduction from our application.

Title:

“With all Your Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength: Growing an Ancient Faith in Modern Times”

Introduction:

Jesus answered, “The first is, Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 

Mark 12:29-30

The early church grew by the grace of God, who used both the heart-felt preaching of Peter and the educated reasoning of Paul. Paul was the scholar that Peter was not. But in addition, Paul seemed more genuinely open to communicating the Gospel out beyond the traditional community of those who had heard Jesus to the wider gentile world that had not. So Paul is our model here. Although the specific mandate of this grant is to generate engagement between pastors and congregations with science and scientists, it is our belief that this is only one aspect, albeit an important one, of a wider need that we propose to address. Indeed, a broader mandate is hinted at in the instructions: “Yet too often, from sermons to adult forums to youth activities, it (congregational life) is isolated from the intellectual life of our culture, including the sciences and other fields now shaping our wider view of the world.”
This isolation is not limited to science. In fact too many church members – even educated ones – have only a limited understanding of modern biblical scholarship. If we are to engage congregations with modern science and the issues it raises, it is equally important that they come to this engagement with a modern understanding of their faith and of the book – the Bible – that plays such a central role in informing that faith.
We suspect most Christians want to live and think and believe as seamlessly as possible, but may not know how best to do so – especially how to do so in a world of rapid change and exponentially growing knowledge in all fields of learning – particularly science. Therefore, while focusing primarily on the interface between science and theology, we propose to engage our congregation also in study of the Bible and current theology. It is our hope that this will aid us all in relating our whole lives in the modern world – Monday through Saturday – to the faith we profess on Sunday.

How
We are exploring a variety of ways to use grant resources to encourage learning and discussion within, and later beyond Calvary.
· With the help of Karen Ross the church library holdings will be strengthened in the areas of biblical scholarship, theology, science, and science and religion. The library catalog will be made available online at Calvary’s website in a way that will allow for online reviews, comments and discussions.

· We plan to build a section of Calvary’s website devoted to this program with links to resources of various sorts related to biblical scholarship, theology, science, and science and religion.

· We will plan more programs for the entire congregation – perhaps more Sunday lunches as well as one or two larger meetings open to the community – where presentations can be made and discussion shared.
· We will encourage existing smaller groups to engage in discussions in response to readings or books suggested here and others that you or we may discover as we go along.

· We will provide new venues for discussion, an interactive bulletin board perhaps, brown-bag lunch groups in the dining room, online discussion forums and others that you may suggest.

About this first “Notes & Readings” packet

Introductory chapters of five books are included here that the planning group agrees are worth reading and discussing as part of this project. You should view this, however, as a buffet or smorgasbord rather than as a single meal. This packet provides enough information for you or your group to choose what most interests you for further reading and discussion. We expect that different groups will make different choices.
The collection opens with an essay based on the talk Dr. Charles Cashdollar gave at the congregational lunch on Sunday, October 30, 2011. In it he explains why this program is such a good fit, both with Presbyterians’ in general and Calvary’s in particular, long history of engagement with modern scholarship. The six numbered readings in this packet have been selected to introduce biblical scholarship, Protestant theology and the growing field of science and religion. Five of the six are first chapters of books – books that, as noted above, you may choose to read on your own or that you may wish to read and discuss with a group.
1. “Revelation” is from the book Presbyterian beliefs: a brief introduction by Donald K. McKim, and talks about ways we can know God.
2. “Thoughts for Studying the Bible” by Rev. David Hanna is based on sermons on biblical interpretation that he has preached at Calvary and includes material he shares in new member classes.
3. “Scripture” is the first chapter of Testing Scripture: A Scientist Explores the Bible by John Polkinghorne, a scientist, Anglican priest and one of the leading scholars in the area of science and religion. It is not a book about science and religion, but rather, as the title suggests, a look at the bible by a scientist who takes it as the basis of his Christian faith.

4. “Looking at the Big Picture” is the first chapter of Surprised by Meaning by Alister McGrath. The subtitle is Science, Faith, and How We Make Sense of Things and the book serves as a good introduction to some of the issues modern science raises for faith.

5. “Who is a Theologian?” is the opening chapter of Christian Doctrine, a standard work on Christian theology by Shirley C. Guthrie written at a level accessible for lay readers.

6. “Human Nature as Seen by Science and Faith” by Ronald Cole-Turner is a chapter from the book In Whose Image? – a book of essays on “Faith, Science and the New Genetics.” Ronald Cole-Turner, Susan Nelson, one of the other contributors, and John Burgess, the editor are all on the faculty at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
Making this notebook yours

As this program progresses we will be sharing more packets of readings and chapters from more books with you – thus the loose-leaf binder format. We hope that you will also find other readings, clippings, etc. that interest you. Some of you may want to share with others. Some of you may wish to keep for yourself. Thus this folder, like the project itself, will remain to the end a work in progress.
We are starting on a journey together, a journey we all hope will strengthen our faith thus our ministry as a congregation. There is no fixed destination for this journey; the trip itself is what is important.
Remarks for the Inauguration of Calvary’s Religion and Science Grant

from the John Templeton Foundation

October 30, 2011

Charles D. Cashdollar

Let me begin with a story. Sometime around 1900, the Archbishop of Canterbury Frederick Temple and the Royal Astronomer Sir William Christie found themselves in the same compartment of the Flying Scotsman, that famous train from London to Edinburgh. As they fell into conversation, the astronomer began to complain. “You preachers! You make everything so complicated. There is nothing more to Christianity than what I learned at my mother’s knee: ‘Jesus Loves Me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.’ That is as much knowledge as I shall ever need.” 

The Archbishop Temple thought for a while and then replied, “Yes, I think I understand your frustration. I once tried an astronomy course in school, but it was too complicated. It was piled with so much physics and mathematics that I gave it up. I decided I didn’t need to know any more than those immortal words, ‘Twinkle, twinkle little star.’”

In this brief talk, I have three points to make.

The first point: The two administrators of this grant, our minister David Hanna and our scientist Barkley Butler, think they have brought us something new (and they are very proud of it as you can tell). But, I have been teasing them that there is nothing especially unique about science and religion walking hand in hand. Examples abound! Think, for instance, of how much better we understand the Bible because of the work of archaeologists. There is a long tradition of healthy interaction—in Christianity, in Presbyterianism, and here at Calvary.

I could give you wonderful examples from the history of Christian thought—the medieval saint Thomas Aquinas who reconciled Christianity with Aristotelian science, the eighteenth-century divine William Paley, nineteenth-century Americans Henry Ward Beecher and Lyman Abbott, and twentieth-century leaders such as Paul Tillich, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, and John Polkinghorne. This would make a worthwhile talk, but it is not the one I propose to give this afternoon. 

There are also wonderful examples in the history of Presbyterianism. Indeed, the entire Reformed, or Calvinist, tradition has been especially engaged with science because of its strong commitment to secular education. Scotland had the highest literacy rate in the early modern world, and here in the American colonies literacy was highest where Scots Presbyterians and New England Puritans settled. Scotland was the center not only of Presbyterianism but also of the eighteenth-century scientific Enlightenment in Britain. Edinburgh and Glasgow were centers of education in the natural sciences and medicine, and Scottish thinkers such as Adam Smith were forerunners of the social sciences. Science flourished amid Presbyterianism. As fascinating as that heritage is, I do not intend to talk about it either.

This afternoon, I am going to attempt a more difficult thing. I intend to restrict myself to examples just from this congregation—and I think I can still convince you that there is a long tradition of profitable engagement between science and faith.

Presbyterians no sooner arrived here in Indiana than they started a school, the Indiana Academy. It was chartered in 1814, had a stone building by 1816, but did not begin classes until this congregation’s first settled minister arrived to lead the teaching. The Rev. John Reed became the principal of the school, which was not unusual. Local education often relied on the Presbyterian clergy because they were the best-educated people in town. The Academy prospered, and in the 1850s another of our ministers, the Rev. Andrew McElwain, served as the principal. He held concerts in this church to raise money for scientific equipment for the school.

When the Normal School opened in the 1875, there was a young Presbyterian lad from Whitesburg who was in the first graduating class. His name was Irwin Pounds McCurdy, and as a Presbyterian he attended worship here. Under the influence of Dr. Hall, he decided to enter the ministry rather than become a teacher. In time, he developed a national reputation as a theologian and in the early twentieth century, he was teaching at Temple University’s School of Theology. What was he teaching? Courses on “Science and Religion.”

In the 1920s, our minister was Dr. Frederic Hinitt, a nationally prominent Presbyterian who had been president of two colleges before his arrived here. His Ph.D. dissertation was “The Critical Philosophy and Modern Agnosticism.” It argued for a recovery of the insights of the German philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) to reconcile science and religion. Kant had insisted that we humans have two mental capacities: one that enables us to know the natural world that we can see (science) and one that enables us to know that which is beyond sight (religion). Interestingly, Kant argued that we grow into the unseen through the seen. We reach beyond by going through what is close at hand. Hinitt thought this was good, Christian, incarnational theology. We know God, not directly, but through Jesus. This enabled Hinitt to be both scientific and religious—‘both-and’—at a time when fundamentalists were trying by the Scopes Monkey Trial to make it an ‘either-or’ proposition. But, for Hinitt, it was ‘both-and,’ both science and religion.  If you go back through old bulletins, you find Hinitt sermon titles such as “Christ’s Use of the Scientific Method” and “Psychology and its Application to Religious Education.”

Hinitt was succeeded here by the Rev. Dr. Robert Clark. Only one of his sermons from the 1930s has survived, but it is filled with references to cosmology and anthropology.

In the 1950s and 1960s, you find sermons by the Rev. Dr. James Reid such as his 1962 Lenten series on the Psalms, which included titles such as “A Poem for the Space Age” and “A Poem for the Atomic Age.” Reid enthusiastically believed that science and technology opened new possibilities for both humanity and the church.

Reid’s assistant, the Rev. Dr. John Kipp, a son of this church, was also comfortable with science. He started out as a chemical engineering major at M.I.T. before switching majors and eventually wending his way to a doctorate in New Testament studies at Princeton Theological Seminary.

The Rev. Dr. Richard Adams, who was pastor here in the 1980s and early 1990s, was not especially interested in the natural sciences, but he was greatly interested in the behavioral sciences. His doctoral dissertation re-interpreted the Reformed tradition of prayer and spirituality in light of Jungian psychology.

Adams’s assistant, the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Rogers, wrote a dissertation that linked medicine and theology, and under her leadership the congregation sponsored an annual series of six-week Sunday morning ‘Spring Seminars’ that looked at how faith intersected with current issues raised by ecology, medicine, psychology, and economics.

The Rev. James Patton, who was pastor here from 1996 to 2004, had eclectic reading habits. His bookshelf held not only the expected works in biblical studies and theology, but scientific titles such as Thomas Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, E. O. Wilson’s Consilience, and Stephen Jay Gould’s Bully for Brontosaurus. 

Have I made my point? There is nothing radical about this grant, nothing we are not used to. We have had many clergy who were interested in science, and over the years our pews have held many scientists committed to faith—quite a few of whom are seated around us this afternoon. There is a long tradition right here in this congregation. Indeed, one might argue that they sent the grant to exactly the right place.
The second point:  While there is a long tradition of conversation between science and theology both globally and locally, I would argue that it is more fragile today than it once was. At one time the ability to think both scientifically and religiously could almost be taken for granted, but now it cannot. And, this means that the grant is a very important and much-needed undertaking. Why is conversation between science and theology more difficult today?

At one time, the structure of education was such that no one could have avoided being well equipped to engage in a conversation between science and religion. Education did not funnel people into separate, isolated fields. Indeed until almost the end of the nineteenth century, every college student took the same set of courses; there were no “majors” as we know them today and no “electives.” Thus, scientists and theologians had a common educational experience, and they knew how to talk each other’s language.

Indeed, many scientists and theologians were sort of ‘cross-over artists,’ who worked in both fields. English scientist Isaac Newton wrote more pages on theology than he did on science. As a young man, Charles Darwin expected to become a clergyman and was trained for that career. While on his famous voyage on the Beagle, he not only collected scientific specimens but also led the sailors in worship and published an article on missionary work in Tahiti. 

Here in this country, the nineteenth-century Presbyterian clergyman Henry McCook was both a preacher and a naturalist. He left his extensive collection of Bibles, hymns, and catechisms to the Presbyterian Historical Society—and his collections of ants and spiders to the Academy of Natural Sciences.

But, in the twentieth century, education has become more specialized. Today, it is very easy for a scientist to emerge from school completely ignorant of cutting edge theology. It is quite possible to go through public education, a college science track and all the way up to a Ph.D. in quantum physics and never have a single course in religion. And there you are—at peak sophistication in science, but in religion…? Well, you are still at the kindergarten level singing, “Jesus Loves Me.”
It is equally possible to go through ministerial training and finish graduate level work in theology without have engaged cutting edge science at all. And so there you are—an expert in Christology and biblical hermeneutics, a real whiz in homiletics, but in science…? Well, you are still at the level of a little child singing, “Twinkle, twinkle, little star; how I wonder what you are.”
Where there is no conversation, it is so much easier to get at cross-purposes. More Christians in the twentieth century have trouble with Darwin than had trouble at the time Darwin’s books first came out. 

Which brings us to the third point: The so-called warfare between science and religion has been much exaggerated. Historically, it has been the exception, not the rule. Yes, the exceptions have been much sensationalized—Galileo’s difficulties with the Pope, the Scopes Monkey Trial—but these have been exceptions.

It would be another lecture, but the most common religious response to Darwin was a yawn. Most theologians had already reconciled themselves to the idea of evolution based on earlier work by geologists. Darwin himself, in the closing passage to Origin of Species, said his theory “should exalt our notion of the power of the omniscient Creator.” And, most seemed to agree.

If harmony has been the norm, what causes the exceptional outbursts of acrimony? That’s probably another lecture, too, but the short explanation starts with the fact that both science and theology have changed over time. 

At one time, scientists thought the sun went round the earth; now they know the earth orbits the sun. Each time scientists take such a step forward, they debate among themselves—sometimes quite heatedly—until they are sure they have it right. Scientists are always revising, adding, improving, pushing the frontiers of knowledge. Therefore, medieval science is not eighteenth-century science, and eighteenth is not nineteenth, and nineteenth is not twentieth, and so forth. We all know that.

Likewise our religious beliefs change over time. Today, after all, is Reformation Sunday, and the cry of the reformers was Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda! The church reformed and always reforming!  We Presbyterians especially should know that. We have a Book of Confessions in which we keep the statements of our faith that we have made at various times and places over the centuries. And, they are each different—they have different emphases and they express different understandings. Another example: think of the Roman Catholic Church before and after Vatican II. So, religious understanding, just like scientific understanding, moves with time.

Trouble arises when someone tries to mix old science and new religion—or new science and old religion. Twentieth-century religion and twentieth-century science could get along and even be helpful to each other. But, twentieth-century science did not fit very well with eighteenth-century religious beliefs. 

Here is an example. If, in the 1850s, you had an up-to-date understanding of how to read the Bible, you had very little trouble with Darwin’s Origin of Species. And, like Darwin, you might even have thought it made God seem yet more wondrous. But if you were hanging on to a two-hundred-year-old, literal view that God created each species individually on the third, fifth, and sixth days of creation—and that (according to Irish Bishop Usher’s calculation in the 1650s) these three days were October 25, 27 and 28, 4004 B.C.—you were bound to have some trouble with Darwin.

Now, I do not want to mislead and suggest that it is always easy for science and religion to get along—even if they are contemporary forms of science and religion. It is not. Religious faith can create real ethical dilemmas for scientists. And, new scientific knowledge can unsettle religious thinking. If Dr. Hinitt and Kant were right that we grow into the unseen through the seen, then if science shifts our understanding of the world around us, it will stimulate new insights into the divine—if we have the courage to open our eyes to them.

The Templeton Foundation thinks we have the ability to do that. It has invested in this congregation, entrusted us with encouraging a conversation—and with finding ways of doing so that can be models for other congregations. If we succeed, we will help to keep alive, or perhaps revive, a conversation that once could be taken for granted. The results, I am convinced, should be both enlightening for science and nurturing for the faithful. 

Introduction to the readings
The descriptions that follow of the books represented by these readings come from the covers of the books themselves and from the book listing on Amazon.com whose prices are given.

1. Revelation (from Presbyterian beliefs: a brief introduction, by Donald K. McKim)
Title:

Presbyterian Beliefs: A Brief Introduction

Author:
Donald K. McKim

Publisher:
Geneva Press (May 5, 2003), Paperback, 144 pages

Price:

Paperback $9.00

Kindle $8.55 

Description:
This book is a clear introduction to the major beliefs of Presbyterians. It is written nontechnically to provide readers with a clear discussion of what Presbyterians believe about key theological topics. This book is ideal for personal and group study in churches.
Donald K. McKim (From Amazon)
Dr. Donald K. McKim is Executive Editor for Theology and Reference for Westminster John Knox Press and Editor for These Days. He is also Editor for Being Reformed: Faith Seeking Understanding for Congregational Ministries Publishing of the Presbyterian Church (USA). He has served as Academic Dean and Professor of Theology at Memphis Theological Seminary (1993-2000) and as Professor of Theology at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary (1981-1988). … Dr. McKim is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA). … He is a member of the Board of Directors of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and of the Buechner Institute. … Dr. McKim's co-authored book (with Jack B. Rogers), The Authority and Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach (Harper & Row, 1979) was selected "Book of the Year" by Eternity magazine and named one of the five best books in Religion in the American Book Awards for 1980. 
2. Thoughts for Studying the Bible by Rev. David Hanna
Description:
This is material David has taken from sermons and other sources including materials he shares with new member classes.
3. Scripture (from Testing Scripture: A Scientist Explores the Bible by John Polkinghorne)

Title:

Testing Scripture: A Scientist Explores the Bible

Author:
John Polkinghorne

Publisher:
Brazos Press (July 1, 2011), Paperback, 128 pages

Price:

Paperback $11.97

Kindle $9.99

Description:
Scientist and theologian John Polkinghorne is one of the world's leading authorities on issues of science and faith. In this compelling work, he provides a fresh, honest look at key themes of the Bible from an analytical and rational perspective, offering a series of insights that have helped him in his own engagement with the Bible. Polkinghorne tackles the questions a modern Western thinker might bring to the Bible, including issues of Scripture and authority, contradiction and ambiguity, and the creation and fall. He also addresses theological challenges of the Old Testament, the Gospels, and the writings of Paul. "I have written this little book in the hope that it will be helpful to those who are seeking a careful and thoughtful engagement with the Bible in their quest for a truthful understanding of the ways of God and the nature of spiritual reality," writes Polkinghorne. His nuanced approach will be appreciated by any reader with an open and inquiring mind who is interested in the intersection between science and Scripture.

John Polkinghorne (From back cover)


John Polkinghorne, KBE, FRS, is fellow and retired president of Queens’ College, University of Cambridge. He was founding president of the International Society for Science and Religion and was awarded the Templeton Prize in 2002. He is the bestselling author of more than thirty books, including Science and Creation, Reason and Reality, Belief in God in an Age of Science, and Theology in the Context of Science.

4. Looking for the Big Picture (from Surprised by Meaning by Alister E. McGrath)
Title:
Surprised by Meaning: Science, Faith, and How We Make Sense of Things
Author:
Alister E. McGrath

Publisher:
Westminster John Knox Press (February 8, 2011), Paperback, 112 pages
Price:

Paperback $11.44

Kindle $9.99
Description:
We live in an age when the growth of the Internet has made it easier than ever to gain access to information and accumulate knowledge. But information is not the same as meaning, nor is knowledge identical with wisdom. Many people feel engulfed by a tsunami of facts in which they can find no meaning. In thirteen short, accessible chapters McGrath, author of the bestselling The Dawkins Delusion, leads the reader through a nontechnical discussion of science and faith. How do we make sense of the world around us? Are belief in science and the Christian faith compatible? Does the structure of the universe point toward the existence of God? McGrath's goal is to help readers see that science is neither anathema to faith, nor does it supersede faith. Both science and faith help with the overriding human desire to make sense of things. Faith is a complex idea. It is not a blind leap into the dark but a joyful discovery of a bigger picture of wondrous things of which we are all a part.
Alister E. McGrath (From Amazon)

Alister E. McGrath is a historian, biochemist, and Christian theologian born in Belfast, Northern Ireland. A longtime professor at Oxford University, he now holds the chair in theology, ministry, and education at the University of London. He is the author of several books on theology and history, including Christianity's Dangerous Idea, In the Beginning, and The Twilight of Atheism. He lives in Oxford, England, and lectures regularly in the United States.

5. Who Is a Theologian? (from Christian Doctrine by Shirley C. Guthrie)
Title:

Christian Doctrine, Revised Edition
Author:
Shirley C. Guthrie
Publisher:
Westminster John Knox Press (July 1994) Paperback, 434 pages
Price:

Paperback $19.80
Description:
"Christian Doctrine" has introduced thousands of laity, students, and theologians to the tenets of the Christian faith. This edition reflects changes in the church and society since the publication of the first edition and takes into account new works in Reformed theology, gender references in the Bible, racism, pluralism, ecological developments, and liberation theologies.
Shirley C. Guthrie (From back cover)
Shirley C. Guthrie is Professor of Systematic Theology, Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia. He is author of Diversity in Faith – Unity in Christ (Westminster John Knox Press)
6. Human Nature as Seen by Science and Faith by Ronald Cole-Turner (from In Whose Image? by John P. Burgess, Ed.) 
Title:

In Whose Image? Faith, Science, and the New Genetics
Editor:

John P. Burgess
Publisher:
Westminster John Knox Press (January 1, 1989), Paperback, 160 pages
Price:

Paperback $30.00

Description:
Recent developments in the biological sciences pose challenging questions to its theology and to the church's understanding of what it means to be human--that is, made in the image of God. These essays by pastors, scientists, and theologians establish a dialogue between science and faith. Study guides accompany each chapter, making this book a uniquely helpful resource for individuals and church groups.

Notes:

The editor, John P. Burgess, and two of the contributors, Ronald Cole-Turner and Susan L. Nelson, are on the faculty of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
Questions for Discussion
1. Revelation (from Presbyterian beliefs: a brief introduction by Donald K. McKim)

Discussion questions are at the end of each chapter in this book.

2. Thoughts for Studying the Bible by Rev. David Hanna

Discussion questions

A. The surveys done by the Presbyterian Panel in 1979 and 2008 list several possible views of the Bible. (five on the 1980 survey and four on the 2008 survey)

i. Which one or ones of these reflect your view of the bible?
ii. Did reading this article add anything to your view of the Bible?
B. What questions do you have about the Bible?
C. What do you think of the Pitcairn Island story?
D. In what ways does the Bible inform your faith?
E. In what ways does the Bible serve as a guide for your life?
3. Scripture (from Testing Scripture: A Scientist Explores the Bible by John Polkinghorne)
Discussion questions

A. What is your first reaction to Polkinghorne’s chapter about Scripture?
B. Polkinghorne describes the Bible as being more like a laboratory notebook than the ultimate textbook.

a. How are these descriptions different?

b. Which analogy is closest to your view of the Bible?

c. Why might it matter which view one took?

C. In what ways do you see the biblical writers as being like us? In what way might they have been different?

D. How can we “discern what in the Bible has lasting truthful authority?”
E. Polkinghorne is a scientist and Anglican priest who has written extensively about science and theology. What do you think of the way he has approached the Bible with both his “scientist” and “priest” hats on?
F. How does what we bring to our reading of the Bible affect how we understand it?
4. Looking for the Big Picture (from Surprised by Meaning by Alister E. McGrath)

Discussion questions

A. McGrath says we humans have an innate need to make sense of things.
i. How does science help you make sense of the world?

ii. How does your faith help you make sense of the world?

iii. How, for you, do these two approaches to “making sense” complement and/or compete with each other?

B. One of the strengths of science is that it is self-correcting. Over time false explanations are disproved and more accurate ones supported. (Science does not, or at least should not, claim to arrive at final truths on all subjects.) Do you think theology is or should be self-correcting too? What light does your own faith journey shed on this question?
5. Who Is a Theologian? (from Christian Doctrine by Shirley C. Guthrie)
Discussion questions are at the end of each chapter of this book.

6. Human Nature as Seen by Science and Faith by Ronald Cole-Turner (from In Whose Image? by John P. Burgess, Ed.)

Discussion questions are at the end of each chapter of this book.
A. Thoughts for Studying the Bible

from Sermons and Other Materials 

David J. Hanna

Vice Admiral William Bligh was an officer of the British Royal Navy.  He is best known as the Captain Bligh of “Mutiny on the Bounty.” You may recall after the mutiny aboard the HMS Bounty, Fletcher Christian and his men put Captain Bligh and his crew overboard and set them adrift. Then they sailed the Bounty for Pitcairn Island, where they wrecked the ship and began to build a new life with the natives there.

The island was a literal paradise, but some serious trouble broke out among the settlers. Alcoholism, murder, disease and other ills took the lives of most on the island. In the novel version of this actual event, the only remaining man was a fellow by the name of Alexander Smith. He was left with the native women and children.

Then something dramatic took place. Looking through some of the wooden chests saved from the Bounty, Alexander found a Bible. He opened it and began to read. He was in despair over what may become of this tiny settlement and he found, in the Bible, answers about his own destiny and the destiny of the people there. The years went by. The children grew up and got married and more children came. The community on Pitcairn Island seemed to prosper. 

Later when a U.S. Navy ship, the Topaz, landed on the island, they found a seemingly perfect civilization. No illiteracy. No crime. No disease. No mental illness. Nowhere on earth were people and property safer than on this island.
We have to ask ourselves how that one book, the Bible, brought about such a change – not only in one man but a whole community and succeeding generations. What is in this book that could cause such a transformation? Christians hold that the Bible is the chief channel through which God speaks to us. That is why we have it as our basic text in educational endeavors and acts of worship here at Calvary. We are convinced that it is vitally important to people of all ages and places in life. It is imperative to keep life open to the voice that speaks through the Bible.

The Bible can be described as a library of many books written by many people over a long period of time. It is the source of nearly all of our important stories, rituals and traditions. In the New Testament, God’s decisive act is the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. In Christ, God acts out love for humanity. Here the tremendous drama of a double searching is found in the Bible. It is humanity’s searching upward for God and it is God’s searching for humanity.
  

St. Augustine said, “All that is in these Scriptures, believe me, is profound and divine.”
Martin Luther commented, “Here you will find the swaddling-clothes and the manger in which Christ lies. Simple and little are the swaddling clothes, but dear is the treasure, Christ, that lies in them.”

Stephen W. Plunkett, in his book “This We Believe: Eight Truths Presbyterians Affirm,” indicated, “To say that the Bible is divinely inspired does not diminish its humanity one iota, for the words of Scripture spring from the very soil of humanness – warts, blemishes, and all” (p. 117).
Therefore it is good for us to keep in mind that, “The Bible, as the necessary conduit through which the Word of God flows to us, has two aspects: one human and one divine.  The Bible is full of the words of real human beings located in particular times and settings. And the Bible carries divine freight. Through it God’s Word says something more than what human culture alone can generate.”

Shirley C. Guthrie, in his book titled “Christian Doctrine,” warns us, “Our faith is not in the book but in the God we learn to know in it. It is God, not the Bible, who rules and judges, helps and saves, in whom we trust” (p. 63).

So, how do we interpret and study the Bible correctly?
Remember the old tale about six people in the dark who were asked to determine what an elephant looked like by feeling different parts of its body. The one who feels a leg says the elephant is like a pillar; the one who feels the tail says the elephant is like a rope; the one who feels the trunk says the elephant is like a tree branch; the one who feels the ear says the elephant is like a hand fan; the one who feels the belly says the elephant is like a wall; and the one who feels the tusk says the elephant is like a solid pipe.

It was explained to them: “All of you are correct but not completely correct. The reason every one of you is telling it differently is because each one of you touched a different part of the elephant.  The elephant has all the aspects you mentioned but not one of you described the whole elephant.”

The Bible is like the elephant in this tale. If you look at only one aspect (or interpretative layer) of the Bible without considering the whole, it can be like standing in the dark with an elephant. To not have this happen as we seek to interpret and study the Bible, we will make use of a position statement, “Presbyterians Understanding and Use of Holy Scripture,” adopted by the 123rd General Assembly (1983) of the Presbyterian Church in the United States and a resource document, “Biblical Authority and Interpretation,” received by the 194th General Assembly (1982) of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.
 

The task force that wrote the “Biblical Authority and Interpretation” resource document used the Presbyterian Panel to study the different ways of understanding biblical authority prevalent, at the time, in the denomination as a whole. (The Presbyterian Panel: “A representative sample of 5,000 Presbyterians [members, elders, pastors, and specialized clergy] serve on the Presbyterian Panel for a three-year period and respond to mailed questionnaires four times a year. The Panel provides a way to listen to and collect information about the practices, beliefs, and opinions from both clergy and laity.) With the help of the Research Division of the Support Agency, the task force developed a questionnaire in the summer and fall of 1979, which was then sent to 3,694 people. The questionnaires were returned by 2,990, and the results were analyzed by and for the task force.
The following results were reported in 1980:

[image: image2.emf]Presbyterian Panel: Bibilical Inspiration

14%

23%

48%

11%

4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

1 2 3 4 5

Position

% Agreeing


Position 1:
The Bible, though written by individuals, has been so controlled by the Holy Spirit that it is without error in all it teaches in matters of science and history, as well as in matters of theology. (14%)
Position 2: 
The Bible, though written by individuals and reflecting their personalities, has been so controlled by the Holy Spirit that it is trustworthy in all it teaches in matters of theology and ethics, but not necessarily in matters of science and history. (23%)
Position 3: 
All of the Bible is both the inspired Word of God and at the same time a thoroughly human document. (48%)
Position 4: 
Portions of the Bible, including some of its theological and ethical positions, may not be the inspired Word of God. (11%)
Position 5: 
The Bible is merely a record of the moral and religious experiences of Hebrews and Christians. (4%)
As the Presbyterian Panel continued to collect information about the practices, beliefs, and opinions from both clergy and laity, in 2008 it conducted a survey of 5,000 clergy and laity with the following results.

	View of the Bible:
	Members
	Elders
	Pastor
	Specialized Clergy

	Literal word of God 
	16% 
	16% 
	5% 
	3% 

	Word of God, to be interpreted in light of historical and cultural context 
	46% 
	51% 
	61% 
	63% 

	Word of God, to be interpreted in light of historical context and church’s teachings 
	34% 
	32% 
	34% 
	33% 

	Not the word of God 
	4% 
	2% 
	1% 
	1% 

	Total (may not be 100% due to rounding)
	100% 
	101% 
	101% 
	100% 


Over a 28-year span of time, it would seem that according to both survey results by the Presbyterian Panel that most Presbyterians approach the use of Holy Scripture in what biblical scholars refer to as biblical criticism. In the area of understanding, the word “criticism” is interpreted as critical study.  

In orientation materials provided to new members, I state: “Biblical criticism is the study of biblical passages that seeks to make discerning decisions about the texts to interpret and understand it in today’s world.”
	Bible Translations
The Bible has been translated from its original languages into the languages of people throughout the world. The first translation into English was by John Wycliffe in the 14th century. Since that time, there have been a myriad of English translations. One of the most familiar, the King James Version (KJV), was commissioned by James I of England and published in 1611. Although the language of the King James Bible reflected the speech of England in the 17th century, changes in speech patterns and the meaning of certain words have made it more difficult to understand than more modern translations.

Since the 1950s, there have been many translations of the Bible into contemporary English. Translations frequently used by Presbyterians in their worship services include the Revised Standard Version (RSV) and the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). Both are considered excellent translations that are faithful to the original texts insofar as scholars can determine.


“Biblical criticism uses various lenses, including form criticism (different genres), historical-critical (understanding of the historical context of the writer), textual criticism (examination of the text itself), source criticism (investigation of original sources of the text), redaction criticism (studies of editing and modifications from earlier manuscripts), cultural criticism, etc.  The process of biblical criticism leads to questions of when and where a particular text originated; how, why, by whom, for whom, and in what circumstances it was produced; what influences were at work in its production; what sources were used in its composition and the message it was intended to convey.”
“At Calvary we use the biblical critical method of interpretation.  We try to be aware of the historical and cultural background of the passage, we try to be aware of the literary form of the passage, and we keep our minds open to the possibility that the passage reflects more than just one person's understanding of what God was doing.”  

	You need to be sure of your relationship with God, not whether you agree with others about their beliefs about God.


“If you are concerned by a disagreement with someone else's interpretation, that is a challenge to spend more time in Holy Scripture and figure out what you believe and why.  Ultimately you need to be sure of your relationship with God, not whether you agree with someone else about what they believe about God.”

Now, how do we apply this information and research in the interpretation and study of Bible? For help, we once again turn to the work of the resource document, “Biblical Authority and Interpretation,” received by the 194th General Assembly (1982) of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

It tells us, “Be guided by the basic rules for the interpretation of Scripture that are summarized from the Book of Confessions:

a. Recognize that Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, is the center of Scripture. 

The redemptive activity of God is central to the entire Scripture …. 

When interpreting Scripture, keeping Christ in the center aids in evaluating the significance of the problems and controversies that always persist in the vigorous, historical life of the church.

b. Let the focus be on the plain text of Scripture, to the grammatical and historical context, rather than to allegory or subjective fantasy. 

c. Depend upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit in interpreting and applying God's message.

d. Be guided by the doctrinal consensus of the church, which is the rule of faith. 

e. Let all interpretations be in accord with the rule of love, the two-fold commandment to love God and to love our neighbor. 

f. Remember that interpretation of the Bible requires earnest study in order to establish the best text and to interpret the influence of the historical and cultural context in which the divine message has come. 

g. Seek to interpret a particular passage of the Bible in light of all the Bible.

h. Recognize that individual perceptions of the truth are always limited and therefore not absolutely authoritative.

i. Realize that points of view are conditioned by points of viewing.” 

Christians hold that the Bible is the chief channel through which God speaks to us.  That is why we need to engage in the interpretation and study of it – for it to change us and our daily living.  It is imperative to keep life open to the voice that speaks through the Bible.
APPENDIX
Grant Application – Brief Form

Scientists in Congregations Grant

Calvary Application – Brief form
Title:

With all Your Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength: Growing an Ancient Faith in Modern Times

Introduction:

Jesus answered, ‘The first is, Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 

Mark 12:29-30

The early church grew by the grace of God, who used both the heart-felt preaching of Peter and the educated reasoning of Paul. Paul was the scholar that Peter was not. But in addition, Paul seemed more genuinely open to communicating the Gospel out beyond the traditional community of those who had heard Jesus to the wider gentile world that had not. So Paul is our model here. Although the specific mandate of this grant is to generate engagement between pastors and congregations with science and scientists, it is our belief that this is only one aspect, albeit an important one, of a wider need that we propose to address. Indeed, a broader mandate is hinted at in the instructions; according to the application, “Yet too often, from sermons to adult forums to youth activities, it (congregational life) is isolated from the intellectual life of our culture, including the sciences and other fields now shaping our wider view of the world.”

This isolation is not limited to science. In fact too many church members have only a limited understanding of modern biblical scholarship. If we are to engage congregations with modern science and the issues it raises, it is equally important that they come to this engagement with a modern understanding of their faith and of the book – the Bible – that plays such a central role in informing that faith.

We suspect most Christians want to live and think and believe as seamlessly as possible, but may not know how best to do so – especially how to do so in a world of rapid change and exponentially growing knowledge in all fields of learning – particularly science. Therefore, while focusing primarily on the interface between science and theology, we propose to engage our congregation also in study of the Bible and current theology. It is our hope that this will aid us all in relating our whole lives in the modern world – Monday through Saturday – to the faith we profess on Sunday.

· Project Summary:

We propose to engage our congregation in discussion of modern biblical scholarship, theology and the challenges modern science poses to faith in a variety of formats; classes, on-line discussions, special programs, etc. and to allow them in all of these settings to share how they relate their own experiences in and knowledge gained from the modern world to their faith. As support for these efforts we propose both to add books to our church library (and to make other resources available through our website) in four areas; science, science and religion, biblical studies and theology, and to support the growth of the Co-Directors specifically by building up their libraries in these same areas and having them attend together two meetings; one in science and one in theology.

· Project Activities: 

All of these possibilities will be modified in collaboration with various members, groups and committees of the congregation if this grant is funded, although we will probably attempt some of this on our own in any case.

A. Resources: We propose to revitalize the church library and encourage its use. We will build focused collections in four areas; Biblical Scholarship, Theology, Science, and Science and Religion. The library catalog will be made available to members online. We hope to provide descriptions of some of the library resources and make on-line discussions of specific books or topics available to members of the congregation. Some key books may be purchased in multiple copies and used for specific programs, classes or discussion groups. We will also create a new section of Calvary’s website devoted to this project with links to some of the on-line resources available. We will attempt to keep materials both in the library and on the website focused and accessible so that we don’t overwhelm our members but provide them entry into these four important areas of scholarship.

B. Discussion and Sharing: The focus of this project will be encouraging and facilitating discussion within the congregation that encourages members to share their own stories of relating their faith to the challenges posed by modern scholarship, especially by modern science.

1. We will start by identifying scientists and science-based professionals in the congregation and engaging them in discussion with church leaders about the challenges modern scholarship presents to faith and the variety of ways they deal with these challenges. The results of this initial step will guide us in developing specific approaches to engage the congregation and beyond that the larger community in discussion. Existing groups that will be involved at this early stage will be the Session, the Education Committee, the Preaching Team and perhaps others. The other group that will be engaged at this first stage is the Corner Café – our existing adult discussion forum. They too will work to explore questions, issues and resources and share how they may already be wrestling with the challenges science poses to faith.

2. In the past Calvary had excellent attendance at lunches held after worship that were focused on our monthly mission projects. We expect that similar lunches devoted to this project may provide the best way to introduce the congregation to what we are doing. They could include a panel of scientists and clergy from the congregation to initiate a wider sharing. This setting – along with articles in the church newsletter – will also serve to encourage members to participate in one or more of the activities related to this project; discussion groups, library and web resources, on-line discussion forums, etc. Ideally these would include book groups that would be formed around specific books and/or topics. (Facilitating such groups is part of the rationale for purchasing multiple copies of some key books for the library.)

3. After the congregation has been engaged with this project we would hold a dinner or perhaps a full afternoon/dinner/evening devoted to science and religion. A program – or programs – of this type would be opened to interested members of the community, IUP, and the Presbytery and would likely involve both a panel of clergy and scientists in the congregation and invited experts/speakers from IUP and/or the Pittsburg Theological Seminary.

4. We will need to publicize what we are doing to the University, the Indiana Community and the Presbytery and invite participation from members of these groups in some or all of our programming. One focus might be working specifically to involve church youth – perhaps High School juniors and seniors – with IUP students – perhaps freshmen and sophomores – in programs/discussions developed specifically for them.
· Project Impact:
Our hopes for the impact of this project include the following.

1. To increase the commitment to learning and intellectual growth in the congregation, thereby helping them to link their faith more tightly to their “secular” life and learning.

2. To increase the visibility of Calvary in the community as a congregation committed to (1) above in the hope that this may help us reach out to those who have rejected faith based on popular stereotypes of religion.

3. We expect that summaries of what we do – both what works and what doesn’t – can easily be shared widely electronically and, closer to home, through inviting other churches to some of our programming and making the co-directors available to lead workshops with the leadership of other churches in the community and denomination.

· Project Evaluation:
We should be able to evaluate the impact of this project using one or more objective measures.

1. Increased member participation in adult classes generally and those related to this project specifically.

2. Participation and increasing participation in web-based activities including book and topic on-line discussions.

3. Significant involvement of others in the community in programs related to this project.

4. Asking new members what part – if any – programs related to this project played in drawing them to Calvary.

5. Increased demand for and appreciation of sermons that teach as well as inspire and help members grow in their commitment and ability to more completely join their faith to the other aspects of their lives – work and knowledge, etc.

6. Possibly an anonymous questionnaire administered at the start and end of the program period assessing knowledge of and attitudes towards a variety of topics related to science, theology, biblical scholarship and the relationship of science to religion. This would help us see if we had increased the level of knowledge in the congregation and/or changed attitudes toward major issues in these areas.

7. Measure the numbers of visitors to the online library, blog, and Calvary website.

Ineligible areas of study specified by the grant – quotes from the grant application instructions
“Are there any science and religion themes that will not be eligible for funding? Questions concerning ethics, including medical ethics and environmental stewardship, as well as approaches that are primarily historical (without clear relevance for the current situation) or which deny large areas of well-documented science or diminish religion and theology are not eligible.” 

“It is important to note that in supporting this program, the John Templeton Foundation is interested in a rich, productive and forward looking engagement between science and theology. Approaches that deny large areas of well-documented science (as among the creation-science community, and, to a lesser extent, the Intelligent Design movement) do not fit this criterion, nor would, of course, approaches which deny the importance of faith and theology (as among the new atheists or to a lesser extent, the religious naturalist movement). In addition projects concerned primarily with ethics will not fit because, important though they are, and while ethical discussions sometimes touch on or even use science, they are not themselves either science or theology.”
Grant Timeline

· May 5, 2011 – Rev. Dr. Wayne Yost – Executive Presbyter – asks David if Calvary would be interested in applying for a “Scientists in Congregations” grant

· May 11, 2011 – David asks Barkley if he would like to work as the scientists on an application

· June 15, 2011 – David presents the idea to Session and they approve going forward with an application

· July 1, 2011 – Application deadline

· August 15, 2011 – Calvary told it has been awarded a grant (one of 37 awarded from over 90 applicants)

· August 31, 2011 – Planning Group convened to help guide the program1
· September 2011 – Grant announced in September issue of Calvary Press

· October 2011 – Grant introduced in “Good News from David’s Desk” in the October Calvary Press

· October 30, 2011 – Lunch for Congregation to introduce the program

· November 2011 – Grant the subject of “Good News from David’s Desk” in the November Calvary Press

· February 1-3, 2012 – All grant Co-Directors will meet at Bidwell Presbyterian Church in Chico, CA to discuss progress and share ideas. (Bidwell is the church coordinating the grant.)

· February 2013 – Grant period ends and Final reports are due

1 In addition to David and Barkley, members of the Planning Group (scientists and others) include Chris Butler, Charles Cashdollar, Sara Crumm, Tom Crumm, Betsy DeGory, Eric Ebeling, Naomi Kipp, Phil Neusius, Sarah Neusius, Karen Ross, Bill Smith and Donna Winsheimer[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]
� Excerpts from a sermon by David J. Hanna, titled “People of the Book,” Sept. 7, 2008


� Excerpts from a sermon by David J. Hanna, titled “Devil in the Details,” March 3, 2011???? 


� Adapted from Session 4, “Why Should We Believe the Bible? (continued),” of Foundations: Basics of the Christian Faith for Youth, Teacher Book, Graded Press, 1988; Volume 2, 20-21.


� Various sources over a long period of time. 


� The original document on “Presbyterian Understanding and Use of Holy Scripture” and “Biblical Authority and Interpretation” may be found at http://oga.pcusa.org/publications/scripture-use.pdf.


� The 2008 survey by the Presbyterian Panel may be found at http://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/research/pdfs/a_presbyterian_panel_snapshot_2008.pdf


� The original document on “Presbyterian Understanding and Use of Holy Scripture” and “Biblical Authority and Interpretation” may be found at http://oga.pcusa.org/publications/scripture-use.pdf.  See p. 30.
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